INVESTIGATIONS   OF  SPIRITUALISM

" make a thorough and impartial investigation " of
modern Spiritualism, the preliminary report coolly
states :

The Commission is composed of men whose days
are already filled with duties which cannot be laid aside,
and who are able, therefore, to devote but a small portion
of their time to these investigations.

The fact that the members were satisfied to start
with this handicap shows how little they understood
the nature of the work before them.    Their failure,
in the circumstances, was inevitable.    The proceed-
ings began in March,  1884, and a " preliminary "
report, so called, was issued in 1887.    This report was,
as it proved, the final one, for though it was reissued
in 1920 there was no addition save a colourless preface
of three paragraphs by a descendant of the former
chairman.   The gist of this report is that fraud on the
one side and credulity on the other make up the whole
of Spiritualism, and that there was really nothing
serious on which the committee could report.    The
whole long document is well worth reading by any
student of psychic matters.    The impression left upon
the mind is that the various members of the Com-
mission  were  in  their  own  limited   way  honestly
endeavouring to get at the facts, but that their minds,
like that of Dr. Edmunds, were so formed that when,
in spite of their repellent and impossible attitude, some
psychic happening did manage to break through their
barriers, they would not for an instant consider the
possibility that it was genuine, but simply passed it by
as if it did not exist.    Thus with Mrs. Fox-Kane they